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     Graduate Council Minutes
May 1, 2008
310 Administration Building

1:30 p.m.

In attendance:  Dick Haney, Leslie Feigenbaum, Dave Wentling, Jack Vitek, Jim Kracht, Teresa Wright, Cheryl Rich, Sandra Williams, Doug Slack, Emily Davidson, Buzz Pruitt, Mark Zoran, Vatche Tchakerian, Bob Webb, Dave Reed, Skip Landis, Sam Kirkpatrick, Walter Haisler, Eric Dumbaugh, Tom Woodfin, Henry Huebner and recording secretary Suzanne Brynildsen.
Dr. Doug Slack, representing the Academic Affairs Committee of the Faculty Senate, spoke briefly about the proposed changes for University Syllabus Requirements.  The new proposed document provides the minimum requirements for a syllabus used in courses at Texas A&M University.  After a short discussion Dr. Slack asked that comments or questions be sent to him via email by Friday the 2d of May, 2008.  He indicated that the proposed new syllabus requirements would be on the Faculty Senate agenda for consideration in May.  
1.  Approval of the minutes of the April 3, 2008 meeting.  Minutes approved as written.
2.  New Courses
Graduate Council recommends approval of the following:
ACCT 629 
Controls and Audit Technology (3-0) Credit 3

AGRO 660
Experimental Designs in Agriculture (3-0) Credit 3
ALEC 616
Facilitation of Leadership Programs (3-0) Credit 3 

BAEN 614
Renewable Energy Conversions (2-0) Credit 3

BAEN 622
Unit Operations in Food Processing (2-2) Credit 3

FINC 644
Funding New Ventures (3-0) Credit 3

INTA 611
Authoritarianism and Politic Elites in the Arab World

INTA 616
Economic Development in China

ISEN 620
Survey of Optimization (3-0) Credit 3

ISEN 636
Large-scale Stochastic Optimization (3-0) Credit 3
ISEN 669
Software Tools for Stochastic Decision Support Analysis (3-0) Credit 3

ISEN 640
Systems Thinking and Analysis (3-0) Credit 3 
PSAA 602
Tools for Advancement and Leadership in Public Service

SPED 641
Low-incidence Instruction for Individuals with Significant Support Needs (3-0) Credit 3
3.  Course Changes
Graduate Council recommends approval of the following:
EDAD 608
School Finance & Business Management
EDAD 651
Orientation in Business Principles & Procedures 

EDAD 653
Nature & Problems of Administrative Behavior  
4. Other Items for Consideration
Graduate Council recommends approval of the following:
College Of Architecture 

Request for Approval of Graduate Certificate in Transportation 

College of Agriculture

Request for Discontinuation of MS degree  in Floriculture
5. Items for Discussion
New Certificate Cover Page.  Dr. Reed mentioned that the requested cover page/guideline for new certificate programs was now located on the OGS webpage.  The form was developed as a guide to help in the development of the information that must be provided to the Provost’s Office  for determining if the certificate needs to go forward to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for final approval or if the new certificate program can be approved by the University.  
Use of New Course and Change Forms in Word Format.  Dr. Reed also said that the forms used for the New Course Request and the Course Change Request can be found in Word format on the OGS website.  The Word format of the forms was developed by the Curricular Services Office. He asked Graduate Council what they thought about the idea of using the Word version of the course requests and forwarding it through channels accompanied by the original document with   the necessary signatures.  He thought that this process would eliminate having to redo course requests if editorial changes were necessary.  Changes could be made to the Word document as it transitioned from the department, to the GIC, through the Office of the College Dean and then to Graduate Council.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that Graduate Council would try using the Word document for a couple of months and see if the new process is more efficient.  
